
CHOSEN Episode 1

�e Discussion Guide

Episode Summary
Mary Magdalene, Simon the �sherman, Matthew the tax collector, and Nicodemus the 
Pharisee are introduced. �e episode is primarily about the torment Mary is experienc-
ing because of her demonic possession. She is pushed to the very brink, but Jesus calls 
her by name and rescues her.

Episode Theme
God knows us and sees us, no matter our past choices, current circumstamces, or future 
prospects. �rough Jesus, He’s calling us to Himself, to rescue and redeem us. Which 
means we no longer have fear.

Key Verse
“But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, and he who formed you, 
O Israel: ‘Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.’” 
(Isaiah 43:1)

Additional Scriptures

Psalm 139:13-18

Ephesians 2:8-10

Is that really in the Bible?

Was Peter really married?  

Yes! We know from Mark 1:29-31 that Peter was married and that Jesus healed his sick mother-in-law.  

Was Matthew collecting taxes from Peter & Andrew? 

We do not know from Scripture, but it’s possible. Levi  (Matthew) was collecting taxes somewhere around the Sea of 

Galilee (Mark 2:13-14). 

Was Nicodemus ever working in Galilee? 

�is is possible but not likely. It seems that Nicodemus meets with Jesus in Jerusalem (see John 2:23 – 3:22). 

Did Nicodemus try to heal Mary Magdalene? 

Mary Magdalene was delivered from seven demons (Luke 8:1-2) but we do not know when or where that happened. 

And there is no record of Nicodemus ever meeting her. 

The Characters

Nicodemus

Matthew

Mary Magdalene

Peter

Andrew
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Elementary

Middle School
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Adult

What is the most important characteristic of Jesus that you could see displayed in this episode?

What does it mean to you that you have been “called by name?”

Who is someone in your life who needs to “come and see” Jesus? Pray for that person.

Which of the four �awed-but-still-called characters in �e Chosen do you identify with most?

What would you say to someone who feels unworthy of Jesus’s love and call to follow Him (like Mary Magdalene)? 

What would you say to someone who is con�dent in their own goodness or self-su�ciency (like Nicodemus)?

We are being shown each character’s “before Jesus” life. What does an encounter with Jesus do to people? 

How is your encounter with Jesus changing YOU?

What parts of your “before” has God redeemed, and which are you most grateful for?

How does “I have called you by name, you are mine” impact you today?

Have you ever been rescued by someone? How did you feel after you were rescued?

Why do you think Jesus wants so badly to rescue you? 

What does it mean to you to have someone who is wanting to rescue you, and wants the best for you?

Who was the more identi�able character for you - Nicodemus/Mary Magdalene? Why?

What did you think about the timing of the appearance of Jesus? What were the �lmmakers saying about Jesus’ 
intentionality and timing?

We are being shown each character’s “before Jesus” life. What does an encounter with Jesus do to people? How is your 
encounter with Jesus changing You?

* �is guide was made with resources from �e Chosen LLC and a variety of other church discussion guides. 

Discussion Questions


