
CHOSEN Episode 8

�e Discussion Guide

Episode Summary
Jesus leads His disciples to Samaria where He encounters the woman at the well and 
o�cially begins His public ministry. 

Episode Theme
Jesus ushered in a whole new thing, which included leaving old ways behind, relin-
quishing control, and worshiping in spirit and truth. And that’s exactly what His new 
followers did.

Key Verse
‘Remember not the former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a 
new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilder-
ness and rivers in the desert.’” (Isaiah 43:18-19)

Additional Scriptures
1 Corinthians 1:26-31
Hebrews 12:1–3

Luke 5:27-32

Is that really in the Bible?
Did Jacob dig a well that Jesus came to centuries later? Evidently. 
�e well in John 4 is called “Jacob’s well.” �ough there is no record of Jacob digging a well, he did come to 
Shechem, which is called Sychar in John 4. 

Was the Woman at Well (Photina) such an outcast? 
Yes, as Jesus reveals, she has had 5 husbands and was living with someone who was not her husband. She would have 
experienced tremendous shame. 

Was Simon Peter the only married disciple? 
Yes, probably. And Jesus does heal his mother-in-law, who immediately gets up and waits on Him (Mark 1:29-31). 

Did Matthew have a party for fellow tax collectors? 
Yes, and at this party Jesus was accused of dining with “sinners” as “�e Chosen” shows. And Jesus said that He did 
not come for the righteous but for sinners. (Luke 5:27-32) 

Did Jesus claim to be God as Shmuel (the Pharisee) said? 
Yes, when Jesus healed the paralytic and called Himself the Son of Man (Mark 2:10), He would have been under-
stood to be applying a divine name from Daniel 7:13 to Himself. 

The Main Characters
Jesus

Nicodemus

Matthew

Peter’s Mother-in-law

Photina 
(Woman at the well)
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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

ELEMENTARY

MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL

ADULT

What was signi�cant about Jesus talking to the Samaritan woman? 
How can you display this encounter in your everyday life?
Has there ever been a time in your life when you were super excited about Jesus and learning about Him?
What was the time?

What new thing are you afraid Jesus might lead you to? (Missionary work, adoption, ending a toxic relationship, sharing 
your faith, leaving your job—so many terrifying options; feel free to name more than one.) 
What kinds of things do you think Nicodemus missed out on by not following when others did?Like him, in what ways 
are you trying to do life in your own strength and in your own way?
Read Hebrews 12:1–3. Explain what it means for Jesus to be the “founder and perfecter” of your faith. 
As you think back through all 8 episodes, what has impressed you most about Jesus?
As we �nish Season One of �e Chosen, which character can you most relate with? Why?
In your own words, explain what you think Jesus means when He says “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the 
sick” (Luke 5:31). Refer to Luke 5:27-32 for the context of this statement – Matthew’s dinner party.
Perhaps the hardest viewing moment of “�e Chosen” so far is watching Nicodemus wrestle with his decision about 
following Jesus. Can you relate to him at all? How so?
In what ways has your impression or understanding of Jesus been sharpened, challenged, or changed as a result of view-
ing this �rst season of “�e Chosen”?

What new thing are you afraid Jesus might lead you to?
What tangible thing might God be calling you to say or do in order to put your faith into action? 
Jesus lead many to life change and to new things, why do you think following Jesus leads to life change?

Obedience to Jesus may come at the risk of opposition from others, or threats to our usual way of life. Discuss the 
di�erent ways people (Simon, Eden, Matthew, Nicodemus, etc.) reacted to Jesus’ directions, the directions of family, 
and from peers.
Who was �rst told about Jesus’ birth? Who did He �rst tell about His ministry? What were their social statuses?
Do some self re�ection. Has there ever been a time in your life where you were as excited about Jesus as the woman at 
the well was? How can we bring back some of that excitement?

* �is guide was made with resources from �e Chosen LLC and a variety of other church discussion guides. 


